
Before turkey, the 
traditional 

Christmas in the 
UK was a pig’s 

head and mustard

Many parts of the 
Christmas tree can 
actually be eaten, 
with the needles 

being a good source 
of Vitamin C

The largest 
Christmas cracker 
ever was pulled in 
Australia in 1991, 

and was 45.72m 
long and 3.04m in 

diameter

Jingle Bells was the 
1st song broadcast 
from space when 

Gemini 6 
astronauts sang it 
on December 16th, 

1965

Santa has many 
different names around 

the world – Kriss 
Kringle in Germany, Le 

Befana in Italy, Pere 
Noel in France,and  Sion 

Corn in Wales

Jingle Bells was 
originally written 

for a 
Thanksgiving 
celebration, in 

1857

The World’s biggest 
Christmas gift is the 

State of Liberty. 
Given to the US by 

the French in 1886. 

There was only 7 
white 

Christmases in 
England during 

the 20th Century

Electric tree lights 
were 1st used just 3 
years after Thomas 

Edison first 
demonstrated 

electric lights back in 
1879

Christmas 
pudding was 
originally a 

soup made with 
raisins and wine

Postmen in 
Victorian England 

were popularly 
referred to as 

“robins” due to 
their red uniforms 

During Christmas 
time in Japan it is 
a good day to eat 
fried chicken and 

strawberry 
shortcake

Christmas trees 
were first 

decorated with 
foods such as 

apples, nuts and 
dates

Tinsel was 
once made out 
of real silver!

Santa has worn 
blue, white and 

green in the 
past

You should eat 1 
mince pie on each 

day of the 12 
days of 

Christmas to 
bring good luck

If you received all the 
gifts listed in “The 12 
Days of Christmas” 

song you would receive 
364 (one for non-

Christmas day of the 
year)

In the 
Netherlands, 

children use shoes 
to collect presents 
instead of putting 

a stocking out

We all know Rudolph, 
but officially Santa’s 8 

reindeer are named 
Comet, Cupid, Dasher, 

Dancer, Prancer, 
Vixen, Donder and 

Blitzen 

Rudolph was 
nearly named 

Rollo or 
Reginald





In the Uk the 
Queens speech 

was first 
telivised in 

1957

In 1647 Oliver 
Cromwell banned 

Christmas in the UK 
as he believed it was 
immoral to feast and 
drink on a holy day 

The average Brit will 
consume between 

6000 and 7000 
calories on 

Christmas Day

Boxing Day 
originates from 

when servants and 
staff would receive 

gifts from employers 
known as 

‘Christmas Boxes’




